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HEAVEN 

• Life Everlasting 
• No worldly cares 
• Filled with knowledge and 

wisdom 



eBook HEAVEN 

• Life Everlasting 
• No worldly cares 
• Filled with knowledge and 

wisdom 

Open Access! 



HELL 

• http://go-to-hellman.blogspot.com 

“Hellman” from ~1880 
“Hell” == German “Hell” == English “clear, bright” 
            != English “Hell” == German “Hölle” 



eBook HELL 

What libraries live today 

Claudia Rogge,  
http://www.claudia-rogge.de/images/stories/bilder/EverAfter/Claudia-Rogge-EverAfter-Purgatory-I.jpg 













The Public Domain 



Trouble in Paradise 
The public domain is ill  

• PD ebooks neglected 
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Trouble in Paradise 
The public domain is ill  

• PD ebooks neglected 
• Curation and preservation issues abound 
• Incentives drag PD back into © 
• Existing © laws turn books into zombies 



What is to be done? 

Unglue.it is doing two things: 
1. Crowdfunding ebooks 
2. Dated CC Licenses 

 
     i.e. “UNGLUING” 



Unglue.it Phase I  

• Aimed at crowdfunding conversions of 
published books 

• KickStarter-style rewards based campaigns 
• Pledges contingent on campaign success 
• 1-3 month campaign duration 
• Open Access “unglued” eBooks after 

campaign success 
 



how it works 

Originally published  
by Oxford University Press 
in 1970 
Out of print 
An academic classic 
Not available as ebook 
 



Rights holders set a funding target 





People who think the book is worthy  
pledge their support! 



When the campaign is successful…. 
  



Status 

• 4 successful campaigns 
• 6 unsuccessful campaigns 
• 4,000 participants 

 







Problems 

• Most book publishers don’t want to run 
campaigns  

• Most consumers are unfamiliar with 
Open Access 

• Works only with backlist- no way to help 
newly published books and new authors 

• Most libraries are unable to participate 
• ebook distribution, even in libraries, 

depends on margin extraction 
• No way to use the ebook as a reward! 

 



Coming Soon: Buy-To-Unglue 

• An ebook store devoted to Open Access. 
• A DRM-free ebook platform for libraries. 

How does it work? 
Dated Creative Commons 



Ungluing books have ungluing dates 
 that advance with each sale 



Buy for a Library encourages book buyers 
 to think about community needs 



Every copy purchased or borrowed is personalized and 
watermarked for the user, with an ungluing date 

RESTRICTED NON-TRANSFERABLE DIGITAL LICENSE FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY: 
This copyrighted work is licensed to you, [[username]], on [[sale/lend date]] 
through https://unglue.it under an individual, restricted, non-transferrable 
license for your personal use only.  You are not authorized to copy, transfer, 
distribute, display or otherwise transmit this work to third parties without the 
express written permission of the copyright holder. The license has been 
embedded into the digital file, along with your identity, that of the licensor, 
and the details of the restricted terms of this license. You can use this file to 
prove your license status. This embedded license must not be altered, 
removed or tampered with for any reason and any effort to do so will result in 
the immediate revocation of this license. Unauthorized distribution of this 
work is a copyright violation and may be enforced by the rights holder 
accordingly to the fullest extent available under the law.  
After [[ungluing date]], this book shall be released under a CC BY-??-?? 
license at which time the above restricted license terms shall be replaced and 
superseded by the terms of the applicable Creative Commons license  
http://creativecommons.org/CC-BY-??-?? 



Buy-to-Unglue advantages 

• Unglue.it is a sales channel. 
• Book publishers know selling 
• Consumers understand buying 
• Works with frontlist AND backlist 
• Libraries like buying ebooks 
• No separation of Open Access and 

commercial distribution 
 



Titian, Assumption of the Virgin 

To reach heaven, 
ebooks will need all of 
us to work together!  



eBook Heaven 
for all 

Claudia Rogge, 
 http://www.claudia-rogge.de/images/stories/bilder/LostInParadise/Claudia-Rogge-Lost-in-Paradise-Paradise-Lost_IV.jpg 
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